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The Aroument, bes, The Argus: 
( Har Goverment whereby Herifies, :. - 
Prophanines, Idolatry,and Super- 
ſtirions; hath great opprotunitie © 

creepe into. the Church © is-the 
1172: + vRoine and Miſery ofany;Church, 
/Nation, or Kingdome ; Bur Prelaticall Govey- 
verment gives: great opportunity -for -Heriftes, 
Praphannefſe, Idolatry.z;;and ſuperſtition ro 
creepe into the Church; therefore Prelaticall (ncl/ufon, 
goverment is the Qhurches' Ruine :and. Mi- 
"Earſt,ro prove that that Goverment whereby 
herifies, prophanennefle, Idolatrie, & ſuperſtiti- 
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.no Trutb, nor Mercy, norknowledge of God in | 


"the Land ;* by , and lying, &c. Hoſes 1. 
2. Therefore (faith the Lord) ſhalr 'thon fall in 
. the day, and the Propher ſhall fall with thee in 
-.,.-  thenight, and Iwill deſtroy thee,verſe 5.There- 
Theodayus in fore ſaith Conſtantine ( writing to the Nicomed:- 
bis firſt book, 485) if faith he, there bee any Biſhop which'is 
 Cap.z9, inflamedtocontinue Herifies , his preſumption 
ſhall preſently be correced. Us 
.- Secondly, to prove that Prelaticall gover- 
menr givesTo great ant opportunity for Herifies, 
Prophannefſe, Idolaty , and Superſtitions ro 
'mto Church,-I lay dowae theſe: rwo 
rounds. Firſt inregard ef the Prelates them- 

\ ſelves. Secondly,/in regardof the Church. -- - 
- .: Inregard of themſelves. : whoſe calling is 
but an uſurpation, and-ſuch as is no waies war- 


rantable nor lawfull, but contrary both ro the 


lawes of God, thepatrerneof the Apoſtles, the 
Primative > Churches; and: -aiſo- the :cuſtome 
of our. latter reformed Chnreches. - i Ir 
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th, which our Saviour Jeſus: Chriſt! for- 
did eth, marke Saint Paul: ſerts/forth-the truc 
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S; Gregory ſaich-plainey, that hee who ſhall have , ,.. 
a guard of. Prieſts: to-atrend. wpon:; hint is Anti- 2 £ 


26 Inzegard of. the: Chugch; pan Lordly Bi- 
ſhops being ſo-willing! to bee: taken from ghejr 
calling'of reaching, &1nſtruQing of theirflocks; 
upon whoſe charge the cure ofcheir ſaules doth 


;lie:i which made Saint Paw to.calkroiminge that 


woe which liethqnthoſe:Miniſterswho forbezre 


0 Preachthe Goſpel, no.he will nor forbeareto 


Preach in regard of thatneceſlity. which, is layd 


-upon them, not leaking; .and-labauringfor the 
things which are ſeene, bur forthe hin 
are not ſcene, 2 Cor; x4+18., What 'can 
 peRthen, but that our Prehaes wall 
.enrerraine any: Hereſte,pro arriba Ao ol 
ſopenſtition, ſo ho be <fablihed in heir vie 
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r0 creepe/into the' Chotch, and that? all ena 
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. infected with/any Herefie, Prophannefie; Tdola- 


try, Or Superktirion, to binde the conſciences of 


-mcn'eo tmenswadirions, ro igive Ubgrty: topro- 


ng holy! Sabboth#beegiveritobowings 
foperſtirivus ſeremonies,-to have Alters and 
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| L Anſw. There is better meanes thentolhaveit 
governed by Ptelates, and" tharaecordingborh 
rothe'Primative"Churchs,”'andatforothebeſt 
approved late reformed Churetes,'! +. 20.447 
| I;-For : every _flocke there miayobee Ghoſen a. 
| Presbiter;; as'the!-rrurh/:is, "The >office' of a 
? Biſhop is no more; this Presbiter or Biſhop - 
ſet over: only one. perticular- flocke 3} | being 
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ruling: Lofdly qver-him;.bur-fincerely-to ſerve 

the Lord Chriſt. , _ 55826 io 2255 Wourtk 41 

- H-Leaſt ſome-corcuption ſhould/bedin whe 

Presbitor, ſo that theſe-evills ate paſſed/by$ and: 

| are nat reformed; there maybe a Provinriall Sy- 
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for the publicke unitic ofthe Church, and | for 
the eeforming of thoſe! evills and cnconvenien- 
ces which the; Preshicer or Provindall Synod 
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Ler atly man now cond if That more 


happic for the Church to have Sinods,'ithento 
be ruled by Prelates.? and what happinefle may 
came by. the.one;and whatcvill by the ocher; 

, \Many'are the abuſes in the m_—_ govet+ 


meat. 

1. They would ſecludethe Nobles, the Gen- 
xy, and both the Houſes-of ;Parliamentfrom 
havingiany.righr to meddle in; Church matters. 

2, They :Lordly exalt themſelves one other 
Miniſters, contrary to the command of Chriſt, 
and the Dodrine of the Apoſtles... 

-. 2; Their Decrces: rend: to: their owne ends, 
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4+ They havecorru Courts. 

5. They negleR their Studics,and Preaching, 
co. follow matters of State. | 

6-. They labour: to compell mento ſ'weare 
raſh and unlawfull oathes. 


7: They live in the pong, and glory of the 


world. 


\$.: "They labour tor. bring i in Popiſh Sereme- 


nesinto the Church. '9. They 
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Ryegate Prieſia and Bihopar allo "Epift. to. 


one; as ſaith Saint Hierorm. : Chutches: were 


afterwards the care was committed to one man 
appointed by-men ; ſo that the Biſhops are above 
the Prieſts, rather by cuſtomethcn by the truth 
of the Lords diſpoſing, and they ought to g0- 
verne the Churc 
this is the true and ancient cuſtome of the Prima- 
tive Church, and the chufing, of a Biſho Pp was no 


' waies entended at the ny Lordly Hier 
archyas the SA be Ar ; whoſe pompe 


is growne to fo great an height. 
An example of their pride wee have inthat 
Pope who ſct the Painter atworke i 


; todraw the pifures of Peter and Paul, who ha- | 


ving painted thcir faces bluſhing red, the Pope 
commiag in to ſee his worke, and asking him if 
Peter and Paul had ſich red faces , becauſe hee 
had fo painted them ; no quoth he, bur if they 
were herenow, and did behold whar a glorious 
rich and magnificc nt ſucceſſor they have , they 
would bluſh as red as now you ſee theſe PiQures 


doe,and his holinefle was very well pleaſed gw 
the 


Titus, 
fore governed by common Councells of Elders, -?# his inftix, © 
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